
 
Page 1                                                                   June 2018 

 

Marston 
Murmurs 

 
The Newsletter of Your Marston Parish Council           June 2018 
 

The Geology of Salt Deposits – The Cheshire Graben 

 
Theories on the formation of the salt fields of Cheshire suggest they were 
formed in the Triassic Period (about 220 million years ago). The Cheshire 
Graben was a large, shallow, subsiding basin separated from the sea by an 
elongated bar of land. This land and basin suffered from frequent influxes of 
sea water. As it lay in a shallow basin, the effects of evaporation laid down 
successive deposits of salt crystal.  Salt crystals precipitate out when the sea 
water has been reduced to 10% of its volume.  
The solid geology of the region is formed of Triassic Mercia Mudstone which 
consists of a sequence of mudstones and halite (salt crystals) deposits laid in a 
fault bounded subsiding basin. The Cheshire Graben extends between the hills 
of Delamere Forest and the Staffordshire and Derbyshire border.  These 
massive halite beds have been mined both by cavern working and hot 
water brine extraction for over 200 years. The collapse of some of these 
worked-out halite beds has given rise to some of Cheshire's noted features, 
the Cheshire Meres.  
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Parish News 
 
Marston Parish Walking Group 

The walking group continues to be 
popular with many of our community; all 
together they have been attended by 
more than 24 residents and friends. Our 
latest walk was on Wednesday the 23rd 
May when we enjoyed a particularly 
beautiful 5 mile walk, partly through some 
wooded areas which gave us relief from 
the glorious but hot sunshine. 

 
We meet at 10.30 am every other Wednesday. Dates for this month and next 
are: 6th June, 20th June, 4th July and 18th July. 

Due to requests from those still working 
for a living, we will be organising an 
evening walk of 5 miles on Thursday 28th 
June starting at 7pm in The Salt Barge car 
park and getting back by 9pm for well-
earned refreshments. 
Contact any of our Parish Councillors 
or….just turn up! 
 
 

Councillors’ Surgeries 
In our last edition we wrote about our plans to hold Councillors’ surgeries after 
a suggestion from one of our residents. It was duly discussed and approved at 
the last Parish Council meeting and here are the arrangements: 
Parish Councillors will be available in the new snug area at The Salt Barge pub 
on the first Thursday of every month. BUT the inaugural one will be held on 
Thursday 14th June, from 7pm until 8pm when you can come along to raise and 
discuss any issues in confidence. You will also have the same opportunity to 
raise issues at the Church Hall on Tuesdays – after the coffee morning; so from 
12.00 mid-day until 1.00pm.  
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Bits ‘n’ Bobs – Plastic Waste 
 

Plastic waste! 
Take a walk down Ollershaw Lane and you will see regular 
deposits of rubbish in our hedges and roadways mainly plastic. 
Why is plastic problematic? Plastic as we know it has only 
really existed for the last 60-70 years, but in that time it has 
transformed everything from clothing, cooking and catering, 
to product design, engineering and retailing. Due to the design 
plastic is durable and therefore lasts a long time! Nearly all the 

plastic ever created still exists in some form today; 6.3bn tonnes of waste 
plastic since 2015 of which 9% is recycled, 12% incinerated, leaving 79% going 
to landfill BUT with a significant proportion thrown away into the environment. 
 Marine life is facing "irreparable damage" from the millions of tonnes of 
plastic waste which ends up in the oceans each year, the United Nations has 
warned. "This is a planetary crisis... we are ruining the ecosystem of the 
ocean," UN Oceans Chief, Lisa Svensson. 
Why be concerned? 

 Take that Ollershaw Lane walk and see the mess in your environment 

 What do you want your grandchildren to inherit? Plastic breaks down into 
tiny particles and accumulates in marine and river life and has been found 
in human tissue. Hence it affects health, as well as critically damaging the 
environment. 

What can you do? Avoid plastic when possible. 
Say no to straws / Reduce your use of disposable plastic bags in supermarkets, 
use paper ones, re-use old ones or drop loose goods into your trolley/ Avoid 
plastic drink bottles; buy one to fill and reuse/ Prefer glass bottles; get your 
milk man to call again! /Use matches not disposable lighters/ Organise yourself 
to stop using disposable nappies; use material ones, I did! / Conscientiously sort 
and recycle your waste/ Spread the word.  
 
Why not join our future volunteers who will be starting a hedge and verge 
clearing project in our village? 
Watch this space and for more information go to: 
www.greeneducationfoundation.org/nationalgreenweeksub/waste-reduction-
tips/tips-to-use-less-plastic.html  
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Live and Local 
 
A friendly and convivial atmosphere pervaded Live and Local's second annual 
event at the Lion Salt Works and what a turn-out for the two day event despite 
the competition from the royal wedding and FA Cup final!.  

 
There was a wealth of musical talent on 
show from in and around Northwich 
which was enthusiastically supported and 
appreciated by the gathered crowds. Yes, 
the sunny weather helped and it was a 
grand few days of celebration and coming 
together for our community.  
 

 
 
It was delightful and uplifting to see so many 
famiies with grandparents, parents and 
children sat on the grass enjoying the music 
and the ambient community spirit 
  
We must give thanks to Iain and Claire and their Mack’s Music promotions and 
bar for their unwavering enthusiasm and commitment  
Thanks also go to the main sponsors U-Lock It and W R Roberts and Sons; as 
also to the band of volunteers who helped to make this annual community 
event once again a resounding success.  
A big thank you to Lion Salt Works and their team for their efforts and 
cooperation.  

Marston Parish Council benefited to the tune of 
£268 due to the success of their food and plant 
stalls. Some of the councillors’ skills in the cookery 
and baking department were appeciated as all 
products sold out! The money raised will go to the 
much needed redecoration of the Church Hall. 
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Live and Local  
 

 

 
 
The Council is grateful to Amanda Nixon 
for the lovely hanging baskets she 
donated and the potted plants provided 
by Chris Anthwal. 
 

 

And the artists? There were so many talented artists on show; on Saturday 
they included Mal Dino, George Borowski and Mora, Almaz and The Dukes. 
In the evening we were entertained indoors by the amazing local boy, Chris 
Taverner and later by the Gus Glynn band. 
On Sunday we had an Open Mic event organised by the multi-
instrumentalist, Eddie Ogle, with many local young bands on show. For 
many, the highight of the day was the ever popular Codswallop playing 
“acoustic nonsense for the masses”! 

 

 

So let’s pat our communal heads 
and look forward to Live and Local 
2019……..not forgetting of course 
the other events that will take 
place in between now and 
then……for example The Big Lunch 
on Sunday 3rd June, The Acoustic 
Music and Ale event at Marbury 
Park on 11th and 12th August and 
the Christmas Fair at the Lion Salt 
Works! 

============================================================== 
A wise old owl sat in an oak 
The more he heard, the less he spoke 
The less he spoke, the more he heard 
Why aren't we all like that wise old bird. 

…Author unknown  
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Bits ‘n’ Bobs - Recipe 
 

 
This is one of 
Jamie’s and 
makes a 

fresh, low fat family meal 
for four. 
Ingredients 
1kg potatoes 
1 carrot 
2 sticks celery 
150 g Cheddar Cheese 
½ red chilli 
4 good sprigs of flat-leaf 
parsley 
300g FSC salmon, skin off 
300g FSC smoked haddock 
300g FSC white fish  
Olive oil 
Handful of spinach 
2 ripe tomatoes 
Method 
1. Preheat oven to 

200c/400f/gas mark 6. 
2.   Peel and boil the 

potatoes until tender.   

Drain, drizzle with some olive oil, then 
mash.  Cover and set aside. 
3. Peel the carrot and coarsely grate, 

along with the celery and the 
Cheddar cheese. 
Cook’s Tip Do this into a large bowl 
to make mixing easier 

4. Finely grate in the lemon zest and 
chopped chilli.  Add the chopped 
parsley 

5. Cut the fish into bite-sized chunks 
and add to the bowl.  Squeeze over 
the lemon juice, add a generous 
drizzle of olive oil and season with 
salt and black pepper.   

6. Roughly chop the spinach  and 
tomatoes and mix into the other 
ingredients  

7. Put into a greased dish, top with 
mashed potatoes. 

8. Bake in the oven for 40 minutes or 
until cooked and golden brown. 

Ring the changes! 

 Peas and sweetcorn to replace spinach and tomatoes 

 Replace celery with finely chopped spring onions 

 Replace mashed potatoes with mashed sweet potato or a 
combination of the two. 

 Add a spoonful of crème fraiche for a creamier sauce. 
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Parish News  
What does it mean to be Parish Councillor? 
Technically Parish Councils, which are the grass root bodies of local 
government, make all kinds of decisions on issues that affect their local 
community. Most commonly they get involved in planning matters as 
statutory consultees, crime prevention, managing open spaces and 
campaigning for and delivering better services or facilities for the residents 
who live in the local area. 
But in real terms a Parish Councillor is the first person residents can go to 
with concerns or ideas. Parish Councillors offer help, guidance and support 
for the benefit of the people they serve. And whilst in real terms their 
powers are limited, they can and do, liaise with other bodies or 
organisations that make the final decisions, for example planning 
applications. 
In this respect Parish Councils are extremely powerful – organisations such 
as CWAC know and respect the fact that councillors give true reflection of 
how a community feels and therefore its views are taken seriously. 
And the most important role for many of your councillors is creating a sense 
of community and bringing people together.  
 
We now have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor so, if after reading this you 
think you can step up to the role then apply, in writing to the clerk. 
Worried about time commitments?  Meetings are held monthly and you are 
expected to attend.  Speak to any councillor about the duties they 
undertake and the pleasure they have in serving the community in which 
they live. 
========================================================== 
With sadness, Peter Arch has decided to step down from his Parish Council 
duties. We should all extend thanks and gratitude to Peter who has 
faithfully pursued his community duties and readily stepped in to fulfil the 
Chair duties after the death of Chris Blain. Thank you Peter. 
Marion Potts has kindly (and bravely) accepted the post as the New Chair. 
We all wish her the best of luck. 
============================================================= 
“There is more to life than increasing its speed”........Mahatma Gandhi . 

Perhaps applicable also to drivers on Ollershaw Lane???  
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Events 1 
 

The BIG Lunch 
The Big Lunch is the UK's biggest annual get together for neighbours.  It's a 
simple idea from the Eden Project: that as many people as possible across 
the UK have lunch with their neighbours. It is an annual event usually held 
on a Sunday in June in a simple act of community, friendship and fun. 
On Sunday 3rd June Marston Parish Council invite everyone to the back 
field on Higher Marston estate to share lunch and enjoy a drink and some 
music together. This day is not a day for only Marston residents to get 
together, but will be shared by millions of people around the country 
getting together for the Big Lunch. Marston Parish Council will provide 
sandwiches. Iain Stead will lay on music and a bar -  so come along, bring a 
chair, bring a pudding if you like, enjoy the atmosphere with friends. 
Everyone from Marston and their friends are invited to share the fun! 
TIMES: 12 noon until 4pm!! 
 

June 13th Parish Council Meeting 
 

Coffee mornings every Tuesday morning from 10am to mid day at the 
Church Hall 
 

Thursday 14th June, 7pm – 8pm - Our first Councillors’ surgery will be held 
in the snug at The Salt Barge . Future surgeries will be held on the first 
Thursday of the month. 
============================================================ 

BINGO Lottery has started at The Salt Barge Pub!!!! 
We gave details of this The Salt Barge’s initiative in last month’s Marston 
Murmurs. Rules of the game and entry forms are available from The Salt 
Barge pub or from any of your parish councillors. 
All you do is to select 10 numbers 1 – 59.  Pay into the pot (held behind the 
bar), £1 per week;  in advance is advisable ! 
 Your numbers will be displayed on the board in the bar area of The Salt 
Barge and, as the National Lottery is drawn on Saturday evenings, the main 
six numbers are marked off your selection – if you’re lucky.   
The first person to get all 10 numbers will win the pot and the game is 
reset. 20% goes to the printing costs of this newsletter and the rest to local 
charities. Starting 9th June  
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Events 2 
Northwich LitFest 2018 Friday 1st June – Saturday 30th June 
To book tickets email susi.osborne@hotmail.co.uk or call 01606 553433 
Lots to choose from: 
Friday 1st June, Short Storytime Finals at Costa Coffee - Free Event 
Monday 4th June, Davenham Players, “Pieces of Us” at Davenham Theatre - 
£5 
Tuesday 5th June, Local writer, Joy Pearson, at Northwich Library – Free 
Thursday 7th June, Laura Wilkinson, author of three critically acclaimed 
novels, at Northwich Library – Free 
Saturday 9th June, Grant Gillespie, novelist, screen writer and actor            
e.g. Eastenders, Holby City, Doctors, Midsomer Murders at Davenham 
Theatre - £5 
Monday 11th June, Hartford man, Will Butters, aka “Billy Nomates” 
delivering his scripts at Viva Juice & Coffee bar- Free 
Tuesday 12th June, Susi Osborne discusses her novel, Angelica Stone…and 
you get a free copy of the book with your ticket at Davenham Theatre - £5 
Thursday 14th June, Poetry & Music at Weaver Hall Museum 6pm start - £5 
Friday 15th June, Studio manager, Vanessa Nutall, demonstrates her radio 
sound effects at Davenham Theatre - £8 
There are many more events culminating in……. 
Saturday 30th June, fun, frolics, recitations and musings from Sunny 
Ormonde, aka Lilian Bellamy, at Davenham Theatre - £12 
Contact: 01606 553433 for tickets and information on these and other 
events or look on website: www.northwichlitfest.co.uk 
======================================================== 
Thursday 29th June – Sunday 1st July “Spirit of the Horse” A spectacular 
show at Arley Hall. Show times: Thurs 7pm; Friday 4.45pm & 7.30pm; 
Saturday 2pm, 5pm & 7.30pm; Sunday 2pm & 5pm. Contact: 01565 777 353 
Website: www.arleyhallandgardens.com 
============================================================= 
Advanced Notification: Mack’s Music Promotions will be putting on an 
Acoustic Music and Ale Festival on the weekend of 10th – 12th August. 
Free admission. Camping (£10/pitch/night). Toilet facilities on site. Bar with 
cask ales. Street food & BBQ. Acoustic Music. Organised Walks. Contact Iain 
on 07737 185215.  
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Reflections #4 – The May Tree 
Step out of May into June and summer has arrived!  The days become 
carelessly long, filled with a profligacy of light and the deep, shameless 
scent of the hawthorn in flower. Mid May I drifted onto Ashton’s and 
Neumann’s Flashes; it was warm, bright and sunlight filtered through the 
gaps in the branches of the hawthorn like water. When it struck the path in 
front and around me it lay mottled and quivering, reflecting the movement 
of the branches above. 
 

I love the ancient May Tree and its glorious blossoms. 
“Mark the fair blooming of the Hawthorn Tree 
Who, finely clothed in in a robe of white 
Fills the wanton air with May’s delight” 

wrote Chaucer, celebrating the pink and white blooms of the sacred tree of 
May. But it is the distinctive, musky perfume I find rich and heady; it 
promises long and languid summer days. 
 

In folklore hawthorn trees are known as fairy trees 
with magical and mystical properties.  The blossom is 
used in traditional medicine to care for and 
strengthen the heart both physically and emotionally.  
In pagan times the fairy tree was associated with 

fertility, love and marriage; men particularly finding the tree an aphrodisiac. 
 

A lone hawthorn, being the meeting place of fairies was particularly revered 
and as such to cut it down, remove its branches or even bring the blossom 
indoors was said to bring extreme bad luck.  And this story is an absolute 
delight.  In 1999 work was interrupted on the construction of a new road 
from Limerick to Galway because a fairy tree stood in its proposed path.  
The road was rerouted and construction delayed by 10 years.  How much of 
this is truth and how much is fiction I don’t know - but it’s a great story. 
 
 

Moving into June the May flower is almost finished, its perfume spent, but 
the beauty of the natural world means that the rich scent of hawthorn will 
herald next summer….. 
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Reader’s Contribution page 
 

 

Beautiful sunrise, its golden hue 
Bathes my soul with sweet renew 
Swirling mist gathers  
my new day is here 
... I feel only joy  
as I let go of fear. 

 
I’m in tune with nature 
my new journey begins 
A feeling of oneness  
rises deep from within 
I’ve found my way forwards 
there is no looking back 
My angels have told me 
I'm on the right track 

So I welcome you to my magical 
world 
the pleasure is mine to share 
I want you to 'see' the beauty I 
'feel' 
as I walk on our wonderful Earth  
What I see through the lens 
I feel in my heart 
And that my friend...... 
Is love 
 
By Alison Hamlin-Hughes 

 
Our New MaRCH Group 
Many of us have recognised for some time what a special place is our 
village of Marston. We have the heritage of the newly refurbished Lion Salt 
Works, the historic remnants of the salt industry especially in our 
Neumann’s Flashes and of course the Trent and Mersey Canal. Surrounding 
and permeating this is flourishing countryside, rich in wildlife flora and 
fauna. To support and promote our unique village, residents have recently 
initiated a group called Marston Residents’ Conservation and Heritage 
(MaRCH) group. The aims and objectives of the group are being put 
together. Ideas include talks, discussion events and the creation of a 
Community Centre (!). More news to follow………watch this space ….and  
send us your ideas please!  
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Adverts 
 

The Salt Barge  
Your Local, Community Pub 

The Salt Barge is a traditional country 

pub located in the rural village of 

Marston. Located opposite The Lion 

Salt Works Museum and the Trent and 

Mersey Canal, we specialise in local 

cask ales and traditional British food all 

prepared and cooked in our kitchen. 

We also feature traditional pub games 

and show live sports from Sky in our bar area. We are listed in the 

CAMRA Good Beer Guide. 

 

Our menu is a traditional menu with a twist of gourmet. 
With large servings our meals will not leave you 

hungry...  although you will want more! 
 

Monday – Wednesday: 12 noon - 3pm; 5pm - 11pm 
Thursday: 12noon - 11pm. Friday: 12noon – 12 midnight 
Saturday: 12noon - 11.30pm; Sunday: 12 noon - 11pm 

Enquiries & Reservations: 01606 43064 
Ollershaw Lane, Marston, Northwich CW9 6ES 

 

 

Live Sky Sports Available across 5 screens 
 

Enjoy our cosy new lounge area 
 

Sample our menu in our restaurant areas 
 

Call us now on 01606 43064 
www.thesaltbargemarston.co.uk 
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Adverts 
 

 
 

John A Potts 
 Commercial 

Vehicles  & Car 

repairs 
 Pre M.O.T. checks 

 Over 20 years 

experience 
 

 

 

Daytime tel: 07834 540 589 
 

 

 

HOASIS Garden Services  
Order now for your summer hanging baskets and pots.  
Free Local Delivery. Contact Amanda on 07786135375 
E: hoasisgarden@googlemail.com 

  



 
Page 14                                                                   June 2018 

Adverts 
 

The Lion Salt Works is a jewel in the crown of 
Cheshire and Marstoners are rightfully proud 
of it. 
Take a fascinating, family friendly journey 

through the life of the country’s last remaining Open Pan salt works. 
Forthcoming Events 

 Heritage Transport Festival 
9th June and 10th June @ 10.30am - 5.00pm 
This very evocative festival of a bygone era gives visitors an opportunity 
to imagine what vintage transport would have been like in its heyday. 

 A Series of Unscrupulous Events, Part V 
21 July @ 7.30pm - 10.00pm 
Book in advance at Lion Salt Works 01606 275066. 
Join us on the quest, a mysterious adventure through the Portal on a 
time-travelling journey to solve another unscrupulous event! Free light 
refreshments. 

 Letters Home: Communications on the Front 
20 July - 16 November 
This poignant exhibition displays the collections gathered during the 
last four years during the Cheshire Great War Roadshows and reveals 
communications with the Front. 
 
How to contact us: 
The Lion Salt Works, Ollershaw Lane, Marston, Northwich, Cheshire 
CW9 6ES 
T: 01606 275040 
E: museumenquiries@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk 
Museum Opening Times: 
Museum opens Tuesday – Sunday 10.30am-5pm. 
Play area and butterfly garden open daily 9am-5.20pm. 
Open all Bank Holiday Mondays. 
www.lionsaltworks.westcheshiremuseums.co.uk 

 
See us on TripAdvisor 

 

 

http://www.lionsaltworks.westcheshiremuseums.co.uk/
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Your Marston Parish Councillors 
 

 

 
Chair: Marion Potts 

 
marion.potts703@btinternet

.com  

Lynn McGahern 
07549876222 

lynn.mcgahern2@gmail.com 

 

Chris Anthwal 
07775573089 

chris.anthwal@talk21.com 

 

Caroline Constable 
 

carolineconstable@btinternet.com 

 

Warren Davies 
07879458195 

warrenjdavies59@ 
gmail.com 

 

Clerk: Liz Massey 
clerk@ 

marstonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

 

Website; www.marstonparishcouncil.co.uk 
Email us at: info@marstonparishcouncil.co.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/marstonparish 

 
Church Hall Bookings: only £8.50 per hour 

Please ring Ange on 07716565038 
 

We now have a vacancy for a new Parish Councillor.  

Any enthusiastic and community-minded person who may be interested in 
joining the Parish Council should speak to anyone of the above councillors. 

 

Please contact the editor, Warren Davies, or any of our 
councillors if you have suggestions, contributions, 

comments or enquiries for advertising in this newletter. 

 

Williams Printers band advert (to reduce our costs) 


